
        

                 August 30, 2019 

 

Dear Families, 

 

Welcome to third grade!  I am looking forward to working with you and your 

child to make this a stimulating and rewarding school year.  I hope this 

letter will answer some of your questions regarding classroom procedures 

and expectations.  Back-to-School Night for grades 3-5 will be held on 

September 11, 2019 at 7:00 P.M., and at that time I would be happy to 

answer any questions that you may have that have not yet been addressed. I 

am continuing to work on updating our class website which will include our 

class schedule and classroom happenings.  

 

 

Special Schedule:  Please help your child remember which day it is in the 

five day cycle. If there is a snow day, that cycle day is repeated the 

following day. Students will be writing down the cycle days on their 

assignment sheets every night, for the following day. The schedule is as 

follows: 

 

Day 1   Stem- Mrs. Jeffries 

Day 2      Library- Mrs. Frye 

Day 3   P.E. (wear or bring sneakers)- Mrs. Constable 

Day 4     Music- Mrs. Youmans 

Day 5      Art- Ms. McDannel  

 

Snacks: Your child is more than welcome to bring in a healthy snack 

everyday. I will also provide a snack for the students with help from your 

donations. If you would like to send in a snack such as pretzels, goldfish or 

Cheez-its for the whole class to share, we would greatly appreciate the 

donations. The snack should be a healthy choice, so feel free to select 

something that your child enjoys. Please avoid snacks that contain peanuts 

and tree nuts.  

 

Birthdays:  We love to celebrate birthdays!  If you would like to send a 

treat to school for your child’s birthday, please arrange it with me ahead of 

time.  Just send a note to school with your child or you can email me, and I 

will get back to you as soon as possible. If you are sending in a drink, please 



send in juice boxes or water bottles only.  Summer birthdays may also be 

celebrated.   

 

Homework:  Your child will be expected to read every night as part of the 

homework routine.  Reading is the biggest priority and will require the most 

amount of time. Math will be assigned on Monday and will be due Friday. Your 

child may complete their assigned homework any night after school and turn 

it in the following day. I understand that many families have various 

commitments after school, so I will be helping students to work on time 

management and make sure they allocate time to complete their homework 

by Friday.  For the next few weeks, you can show your child you are 

interested in his/her school experience by getting your child into a daily 

reading routine, homework and bedtime routine, and by discussing the 

classroom, cafeteria, and bus star expectations.  

 

Be a Ferguson Star: The Star Program is Ferguson’s School Wide Positive 

Behavior Intervention and Support System. STAR is an acronym that stands 

for Show Kindness, Take Responsibility, Act Safely and Respect Others. 

Please see the attached PDF for additional information.  

 

Communication: Please remind your child to check his/her backpack daily. I 

have provided your child with a red homework folder that will also double as 

their Friday folder.The red homework folder and backpack should come 

home every night and be returned to school every day.  It is important for 

your child to put his/her homework into their folder and then backpack as 

soon as it is completed.  This will help to establish a routine of returning 

finished work and notes to school on time.   

 

We will also be utilizing the red folder as a “Friday Folder.”  Whenever 

possible, important information, corrected assignments, and notes from 

teachers will be sent home in the Friday Folder.  Please make sure your child 

returns the folder to school on Monday. This allows us to place the mail in 

your child’s folder throughout the week. The folder should be emptied unless 

we have asked for something to be returned.  

 

I will be sending an electronic monthly newsletter keeping you informed of 

our classroom happenings and areas of academic focus. You will also be 

receiving information about our class Seesaw page. I will post all previous 

newsletters to our class webpage for easy access. Your emails are important 

to me. Please note that all messages received after 5pm will be responded to 



by the next business day. If you would prefer newsletters to be sent home 

in hard copy, please let me know.  

 

 

Math: This will be the second year of implementation for the Bridges Math 

curriculum. Students have an hour and 20 minutes of math each day. 20 

minutes of that instruction occurs during number corner in your child’s 

homeroom. Starting in third grade, the students are flexibly grouped for 

math instruction. MAP scores, Unit Pre/post assessments, class observations 

and teacher input all factor in to your child’s math placement for this year. 

Based on student need, students may potentially move math classes 

throughout the year. Your child’s math teacher will be in touch with you in 

the upcoming weeks to introduce themselves.   

  

Units:  Our first Science unit will be Ecosystems. We will begin with a focus 

on PA Forest Ecosystems and grow our understanding to the Congo Basin. 

Please let me know if you have any expertise in this area to share with the 

class. We will be creating a rain forest model in our classroom. We would 

love donations or loans of the following supplies: 

 

• fake silk plants, trees, vegetation…  

• Model Magic (greens, browns, tans, other colors as well)  

• quilt batting 

• green and brown pipe cleaners 

• green construction paper  

 

Contact Information:  There is an information sheet in the middle of your 

child’s red homework folder. If you need to contact me, you can refer to the 

information on that paper, or my website on the SCASD page. 

 

I look forward to a very challenging, rewarding and exciting year with you 

and your child.  Thank you for your help and interest!  See you on September 

11th at 7PM for Back-to-School Night.  

 

        Sincerely, 

 

        Ali Davenport  
    apd13@scasd.org 

 

        

 



IMPORTANT 

 

After reading the newsletter that was sent home through email, please fill 

out and return this portion by Tuesday, September 3rd. (I included this page 

in your child’s Friday Folder.) 

 

 I have read and discussed the information from the letter with my child.  

 

___________________________________ 

Student’s Name 

 

___________________________________ 

Parent Signature 

 

________ I do not have access to the internet and would like a paper copy 

of important papers/newsletters that are sent home.  

 

________ I am available to help in the classroom if needed and I have 

already submitted my clearances to the VIPS program. 

 

________  I would like to attend field trips.   

 

________ I would love to help with class parties. 

 

________ I would love to make an appearance as a guest reader. 

 

_______ I would like additional information on how to obtain clearances 

to volunteer in the classroom.  

 

Please include any additional thoughts below (or on the back) that you would 

like to share to help me better get to know your child: 

 

 

 
 


